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People love to say “Trump Derangement Syndrome” when they do not want to answer 

the actual criticism. The phrase gives them an escape hatch. They can call someone crazy, 

pretend the person is emotional, and move right past the part where they are supposed to 

explain Trump’s conduct, MAGA’s politics, and the damage already being done.

That word has no medical legitimacy. The World Health Organization’s clinical framework 

relies on defined standards and evidence. “TDS” exists to make political dissent sound 

like a psychological defect. 1  It is routinely used against people who notice that the 

government is becoming more authoritarian, that whole communities are being treated as 

enemies, and that public cruelty has become part of the political brand.

The record is sitting right there. Trump’s movement runs on hostility toward immigrants, 

Muslims, LGBTQ+ people, racial equality, journalists, courts, and anyone who will not fall in 

line. His administration has weakened the democratic guardrails that are supposed to keep 

one person from taking over every part of government. The Iran war has cost people their 

lives and poured billions into a conflict that still has not met its own stated goals. None of 

that goes away because somebody wants to slap a clinical-sounding insult on the people 

raising the alarm.

What the Data Collected Show
The Dataforus analysis looks at the country through several well-established frameworks: 

Umberto Eco’s work on fascism, Steven Hassan’s BITE Model, Jason Stanley’s work on 

fascist politics, V-Dem and International IDEA’s measures of democratic backsliding, and 

Gregory Stanton’s genocide-warning framework. 2  The goal is straightforward. Take the 

public record, place it against established warning signs, and see what holds up.

A lot holds up. The July 2026 model places 36 of 43 indicators in the extreme zone. The 

markers include fear of difference, propaganda, conspiracy obsession, a permanent sense 

of victimhood, hostility to critical thinking, political hierarchy, executive power grabbing, 

diminished judicial independence, media pressure, and deep social polarization. 2  Those 

are not random problems happening beside each other. They reinforce each other. That is 

how an authoritarian political project works.

The genocide-risk assessment makes an important distinction while still saying something 

serious. It finds extreme warning signs across classification, symbolization, discrimination, 



dehumanization, organization, polarization, preparation, and persecution. It does not find 

systematic extermination. 3  People do not need to wait for the final stage of a disaster 

before they are allowed to recognize the stages before it.

Bigotry Is Built Into the Program
MAGA needs an enemy. Sometimes it is an immigrant family. Sometimes it is a Muslim 

neighbor. Sometimes it is a trans kid, a Black activist, a woman who speaks up, or a judge 

who refuses to do what Trump wants. The target changes. The method stays the same: 

make people afraid, promise to punish the people they are told to fear, and call that 

punishment patriotism.

The data collected over the last year show that approximately 95% of MAGA activity 

analyzed was marked by bigotry, including racist bigotry.[5] That finding speaks to the 

material the movement creates, circulates, rewards, and defends. It describes the politics 

MAGA uses to keep people angry and loyal.

PRRI’s 2024 American Values Atlas, based on more than 22,000 interviews, found a strong 

link between Christian nationalism and Trump support in every state. A majority of 

Republicans qualified as Christian-nationalist adherents or sympathizers. Within those two 

groups, 68% and 62% agreed that immigrants are invading the country and replacing its 

cultural and ethnic background. Sixty-nine percent of adherents and 58% of sympathizers 

agreed that immigrants are “poisoning the blood” of the country.[6]

That language carries weight. It turns human beings into contamination. It hands people a 

story in which cruelty feels necessary because the people being harmed have been made to 

look dangerous first. PRRI also found that 38% of Christian-nationalist adherents and 30% 

Question people should ask What the record shows

Is U.S. democracy deteriorating?

V-Dem reported a 24% one-year decline in 

the U.S. Liberal Democracy Index and a drop 

from 20th to 51st out of 179 countries, 

pointing to rapid presidential concentration 

of power and weaker institutional checks. 4

Is bigotry peripheral to MAGA?

The year-long coded-data collection found 

that approximately 95% of MAGA activity 

analyzed was marked by bigotry, including 

racist bigotry.[5]

Does Christian nationalism matter politically?

Research links it with Trump support, anti-

immigrant beliefs, and greater tolerance for 

political violence.[6] [7]



of sympathizers believed that “true American patriots” may have to use violence to save 

the country.[6] Political-science research has linked Christian nationalism to support for the 

January 6 attack and political violence, especially when it merges with white identity, 

grievance, and conspiracy politics.[7]

The anti-Muslim record is every bit as clear. Trump rose on a call to bar Muslim immigration. 

Research on his base found that negative views of Muslims separated his supporters from 

other Republican primary voters and that opposition to Muslim immigration became a 

defining feature of the movement’s nativism.[8] Jake Lang, a January 6 participant 

pardoned by Trump, later organized an anti-Islam, anti-Somali, pro-ICE demonstration in 

Minneapolis in 2026.[9] These things do not come out of nowhere. They grow from a 

movement that teaches people to look at a whole community and see a threat.

Real People Carry the Cost
The word “authoritarianism” can sound distant until you look at who has to live under it. 

It means immigrant families facing detention and removal. It means Muslim communities 

being singled out. It means people learning that their rights can be taken away as soon as 

they become politically inconvenient. It means people who criticize the government being 

told they are unstable, disloyal, or dangerous.

It also means women being told to ignore what they saw. A federal jury found Donald 

Trump civilly liable for sexually abusing and defaming E. Jean Carroll. The Second Circuit 

upheld the $5 million judgment. In 2026, the Supreme Court declined to review the case 

and then denied rehearing, leaving that unanimous jury verdict final.[10] Her case belongs 

in this conversation because political power has always depended on deciding whose 

testimony counts and whose pain can be brushed aside.

Project 2025 puts the administrative side of this agenda in writing: mass roundups, 

detention and deportation, civil-service purges, loyalty tests, pressure on media and 

dissent, and a drive to force independent agencies under presidential ideological control.

[11] The legal audit is an analysis rather than a court ruling. The plan itself is public, and it 

lays out a government that answers to one political project rather than to constitutional 

limits.

The war in Iran shows what happens when the same appetite for unchecked force turns 

outward. Operation Epic Fury has brought a regional conflict, disruption in the Strait of 

Hormuz, civilian deaths, and major military and economic costs.[12] By August, reporting 

put direct U.S. military spending at at least $37.5 billion. Eighteen U.S. service members 

had been killed and 624 wounded. Iran’s nuclear capacity was damaged but not 

eliminated, regime change did not happen, and Iran still had leverage over the Strait.[13] 

That is the kind of disaster people get told to call strength while the people sent to fight it 

carry the consequences.



Five Article 15 communications to the International Criminal Court document allegations 

connected to detention infrastructure, Project 2025, aggression, civilian destruction, and 

incitement in the Iran war.[14] They are not decisions from the Court. They are a public 

legal record created because these events deserve serious scrutiny.

The Epstein-File Release Was a Failure of Both 
Transparency and Protection
The 2026 Epstein-file release deserves attention because it hurt survivors while still failing 

to deliver genuine accountability. Thousands of documents and media files had to be taken 

down after botched redactions exposed names, email addresses, private banking 

information, faces in nude photographs, and other identifying material. Lawyers 

representing survivors told the court that almost 100 victims had their lives turned upside 

down. Some survivors reported harassment and death threats after their details went 

public.[15]

The failures went beyond privacy breaches. Associated Press reporting found redactions 

that were inconsistent across copies of the same record and sometimes easy to reverse. A 

congressional oversight review found hundreds of pages completely blacked out and 

attachment links that could not be accessed, even after the Department represented 

unredacted material as available for congressional review.[15] [16] Survivors were exposed 

while oversight was blocked. That is a grotesque way to handle material connected to 

sexual exploitation and trafficking.

UN independent experts warned that the release process caused harm before records were 

withdrawn, risked retaliation and stigma for survivors, and reinforced what survivors 

described as institutional gaslighting. They called for real victim-centered procedures and 

full, accountable investigation.[17] That is the part that should stay with people. 

Transparency cannot mean throwing survivors into the public eye and then calling it a 

paperwork error. Accountability cannot mean hiding the rest behind walls of black ink.

Conclusion
Trump deserves categorical political condemnation. So does MAGA. The movement has 

built itself around hierarchy, scapegoating, racialized fear, Christian nationalism, religious 

exclusion, political violence, and presidential power without meaningful restraint. Every 

part of that deserves to be called out plainly.

People can keep using “TDS” as a way to avoid the conversation. The facts still exist. The 

data collected show the structure of the movement. The public record shows the people 

hurt by it. The court record shows what Trump was found civilly liable for. The war record 

shows the cost of his decisions. The Epstein-file release shows how easily survivors get 



abandoned when political institutions care more about managing fallout than protecting 

human beings.

That is why people are angry. That is why people are scared. And that is why refusing to 

look away is a responsibility.
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